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COMMERCIAL ITEM DESCRIPTION 
 

CUP, DISPOSABLE (Foam Polystyrene) 
 
            The General Services Administration has authorized 
            the use of this commercial item description for all 
            Federal agencies. 
 
1.  SCOPE 
 
1.1  Scope.  This commercial item description (cid) covers disposable foam 
polystyrene cups and lids. 
 
2.  CLASSIFICATION 
 
2.1  Classification.  The cups shall be of the following types and sizes, as 
specified (see 7.2). 
 
Type I  - Cup only 
Type II - Cup with lid 
Sizes - 6, 8, 10, 16, 24, and 32 ounces 
       (177, 237, 296, 473, 710, and 946 ml) 
 
3.  SALIENT CHARACTERISTICS 
 
3.1  Material.  The cups shall be formed from foam polystyrene.  The lids shall 
be formed from impact polystyrene.  The material used shall be clean, sanitary, 
and free of toxic ingredients.  The manufacture of the cups shall not include 
the use of chlorinated fluorocarbons (cfc's). 
 
3.2  Construction.   
 
3.2.1  Cup.  The cups shall be round, designed for nesting, with a rolled or 
rounded top drinking edge.  The cups shall have a stacking feature to prevent 
severe wedging.  The cups may have horizontal or vertical stiffening ribs.  The 
minimum capacity of the cups shall be 0.25 ounce (7.4 ml) less than the rated 
capacity.  The sidewall and bottom thickness' of the cups shall be a minimum of 
0.025 inch (0.64 mm) and 0.040 inch (1.0 mm), respectively. 
 
3.2.2  Lid.  The lids shall completely cover the top opening of the respective 
cups with a skirt or flange which extends over the brim and may be extended 
inside.  The lids shall have either a straw slot or tear-away, drink-through 
opening.  The lids shall have a minimum thickness of 0.008 inch (0.20 mm). 
 
 

Beneficial comments, recommendations, additions, deletions, clarifications, 
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Services Administration, Engineering Group (7FXEE), 819 Taylor St., Fort 
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3.3  Performance.   
 
3.3.1  Insulation.  The outside surface of the cup shall not exceed 125 °F (52 
°C) five minutes after being filled with water heated to a temperature of 178 °F 
(81 °C) minimum. 
 
3.3.2  Coffee stain.  The cup sidewall shall show only slight staining after 
holding hot coffee (178 °F initially) for 30 minutes and being rinsed with cool, 
clear water.  Slight staining shall be defined as readily perceptible without 
close examination but insufficient to markedly alter the original color of the 
sidewall. 
 
3.3.3  Cola carbonated beverage stain.  The cup shall show no sign of staining 
(sidewall), leakage, or condensation when filled with ice cubes and a carbonated 
cola beverage and allowed to sit for one hour.  The cup shall be rinsed with 
cool, clear water before examining for staining. 
 
3.3.4  Distortion.  The cup shall be capable of holding liquids during normal 
drinking motions without any permanent distortion. 
 
3.4  Workmanship.  Cups and lids shall be clean and free from any defects which 
may affect appearance or serviceability.  The lids shall fit the corresponding 
cups snugly.  Cups shall be free from warpage, cracks, chips, tears, holes, 
cuts, blisters, stains, discoloration, and flash. 
 
3.5  Metric products.  Products manufactured to metric dimensions will be 
considered on an equal basis with those manufactured using inch-pound units, 
providing they fall within tolerances specified and all other requirements of 
this document are met.  If a product is manufactured to metric dimensions and 
those dimensions exceed the tolerances specified in the inch-pound units, a 
request should be made to the contracting officer to determine if the product is 
acceptable. 
 
3.6  Standard commercial product.  The cups and lids shall, as a minimum, be in 
accordance with the requirements of this CID and shall be the manufacturer's 
standard commercial product.  A standard commercial product is a product which 
has been sold or is currently offered for sale on the commercial market through 
advertisements, manufacturer's catalogs, or brochures, and represents the latest 
production model. 
 
4.  REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
4.1  FDA requirements.  The polystyrene material used in the cups and lids shall 
meet the applicable requirements of 21 CFR 177, Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act. 
 
4.2  Recovered materials.  The offeror/contractor is encouraged to use recovered 
materials to the maximum extent practicable, in accordance with paragraph 23.403 
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR). 
 
5.  QUALITY ASSURANCE PROVISIONS 
 
5.1  General quality statement.  The products provided shall conform to the 
producer's own drawings, specifications, standards, and quality assurance 
practices.  The government reserves the right to require proof of such 
conformance prior to first delivery and thereafter as may be otherwise provided 
for under the provisions of the contract. 
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6.  PACKAGING 
 
6.1  Preservation, packing, and marking.  Preservation, packing, and marking 
shall be as specified in the contract or order. 
 
7.  NOTES 
 
7.1  Sources of Government documents.   
 
Copies of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) are available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, US Government Printing Office, Washington, DC  
20402. 
 
7.2  Ordering data.  Purchasers should select the preferred options permitted 
herein and include the following information in procurement documents (if 
applicable). 
 
a. Title, number and date of this commercial item description. 
b. Type and size required. 
c. Preservation, packing, and marking desired. 
 
7.3  Part Numbering.  The following part identification numbering procedure is 
for government purposes and does not constitute a requirement for the 
contractor. 
 
  AA2595-16     (AA2595-16)  Example - Type I, 6-ounce cup 
     |   ||--- Size (6, 8, 10, 16, 24, or 32)) 
     |   | 
     |   |--- Type (1 - I or 2 - II) 
     | 
     |--- CID number 
 
7.4  National Stock Number (NSN):  The following is a list of NSN's assigned 
which correspond to this CID.  The list may not be indicative of all possible 
NSN's associated with the CID. 
 
     NSN               Type     Size (ounces) 
7350-00-721-9003        I         6 
7350-00-761-7467        II        6 
7350-00-082-5741        I         8 
7350-00-914-5089        II        8 
7350-00-926-1661        I        10 
7350-00-914-5088        II       10 
7350-00-145-6126        I        16 
7350-00-145-6127        II       16 
 
 
MILITARY INTERESTS: 
 
NONE:  DoD has no registered         Civil Agencies Coordinating Activities: 
interest in revisions to this                     VA - OSS 
Commercial Item Description  
until further notice.                           Preparing Activity: 
                                                   GSA - FSS 
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